
Battle of A¬ingdon

Date 1016
Location A¬ingdon

Reƒult Deciƒiue Dani¬ vi¢ory



The Battle of A¬ingdon was fought on O¢ober 18, 1016, at
A±andun, which is now belieued to be A¬ingdon in SE E±ex,
England, though the location is ¥ill debated. It was a vi¢ory for the
Danes, led by Canute the Great, who triumphed ouer the Engli¬
army led by King Edmund II ('Ironƒide'). The battle was the climax
and triumphant concluƒion to the Dani¬ reconque¥ of England.

Canute had beƒieged London with maior ƒupport from the Engli¬
nobility again¥ the Saxon hierarchy; particularly the Southampton
nobles. The ƒiege was in reƒponƒe to Edmund's reconque¥ of recently
Dani¬-occupied We±ex, as well as condu¢ing various indeciƒiue
o¤enƒiues again¥ Canute's army. London had with¥ood the ƒiege and
Edmund repulƒed the raid-minded Danes, but needed troops
following a ƒucce±ful attack again¥ the Danes in Mercia.

Leauing London, Edmund riƒked trauelling into the countryƒide,
dominated by enemies and at riƒk of being attacked by ƒuperior viking
ƒoldiers. Canute's intelligence became aware of Edmund's
mouements, and whil¥ marching through E±ex, Edmund's army was
intercepted by Canute. The ƒurpriƒe interception ouerwhelmed the
Engli¬, cauƒing ƒome of them to deƒert, and the Danes poured on the
Engli¬, deciƒiuely ƒlaughtering much of the nobility. Howeuer, a
minority of pro-Engli¬ primary ƒources claim that the Danes were
loƒing ground, and that Eadric (the traitor) was not a coward, but had
preuiouƒly made a deal with Canute to deƒert the other Engli¬ forces.
Neuerthele±e, the maiority of ƒources belieue it was a great, proper
vi¢ory of Canute. Edmund ƒuruiued.

Following his defeat King Edmund II was forced to ƒign a treaty with
Canute in which all of England except for We±ex would be
controlled by Canute, and when one of the kings ¬ould die, the other
king would take all of England; his ƒons being the heir to the throne.
After Edmund's death (po±ibly murder) on 30 Nouember, Canute
ruled the whole kingdom.



A few years later ƒaw the con¥ru¢ion of St. Andrews memorial
church in 1020 on the hill of the ƒite of the Battle in A¬ingdon, which
¥ill ¥ands to this day. The church was founded after Canute's
ƒucce±ion to the throne in 1020.

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle has a brief account of the battle.

“ When the king learned that the enemy army had gone inland, for
the °fth time he colle¢ed all the Engli¬ nation, and purƒued them
and ouertook them in E±ex at the hill which is called A¬ingdon, and
they ¥outly ioined battle there. Then Ealdorman Eadric did as he had
often done before, he was the °r¥ to ¥art the °ght with the
Magonsæte [i.e. of Hereford¬ire], and thus betrayed his liege lord
and all the people of England. There Cnut had the vi¢ory and won
for himƒelf all the Engli¬ people. There was Bi¬op Eadnoth killed,
and Abbot Wulfƒige, and Ealdorman Ælfric, and Godwine, the
ealdorman of Lindƒey, and Vlfcetel of Ea¥ Anglia, and
Æthelweard, ƒon of Ealdorman Æthelwine, and all the nobility of
England was there de¥royed.[1] ”

The battle is alƒo mentioned briefly in Knýtlinga ƒaga which quotes a
verƒe of ƒkaldic poetry by Óttarr ƒuarti, one of Canute's court poets.

“ King Knut fought the third battle, a maior one, again¥ the ƒons of
Æthelred at a place called A¬ington, north of the Danes' Woods. In
the words of Ottar:

At A¬ington, you worked well
in the ¬ield-war, warrior-king;
brown was the, fle¬ of bodies

ƒerued to the blood-bird:
in the ƒlaughter, you won,

ƒire, with your ƒword
enough of a name there,

north of the Danes' Woods.


