Battle of A{hingdon

Date 1016
Location A{hingdon

Refult Decifiue Danifh victory



The Battle of Afhingdon was fought on October 18, 1016, at
Aflandun, which is now belieued to be Afhingdon in SE Effex,
England, though the location 1s ftill debated. It was a victory for the
Danes, led by Canute the Great, who triumphed ouer the Engli{h
army led by King Edmund II ("Ironfide”). The battle was the climax
and triumphant conclufion to the Danifh reconqueft of England.

Canute had befieged London with maior {fupport from the Englith
nobility againf’t the Saxon hierarchy; particularly the Southampton
nobles. The fiege was in refponfe to Edmund’s reconqueﬁ of recently
Danifh-occupied Weflex, as well as conduétmg various indecifiue
offenfiues againft Canute’s army. London had withftood the fiege and
Edmund repulfed the raid-minded Danes, but needed troops
following a fucceffful attack againft the Danes in Mercia.

Leauing London, Edmund rifked trauelling into the countryfide,
dominated by enemies and at rifk of being attacked by fuperior viking
foldiers. Canute’s intelligence became aware of Edmund’s
mouements, and whilft marching through Effex, Edmund’s army was
intercepted by Canute. The furprife interception ouerwhelmed the
Engli{h, cauﬁng fome of them to defert, and the Danes poured on the
Engli{h, decifiuely ﬂaughtering much of the nobility. Howeuer, a
minority of pro-Englifh primary fources claim that the Danes were
lofing ground, and that Eadric (the traitor) was not a coward, but had
preutoully made a deal with Canute to defert the other Englifh forces.
Neuerthelefle, the maiority of fources belieue it was a great, proper
victory of Canute. Edmund furuiued.

Following his defeat King Edmund II was forced to fign a treaty with
Canute in which all of England except for Weflex would be
controlled by Canute, and when one of the kings {hould die, the other
king would take all of England; his fons being the heir to the throne.

After Edmund’s death (poffibly murder) on 30 Nouember, Canute
ruled the whole kingdom.



A few years later faw the conftruction of St. Andrews memorial

church in 1020 on the hill of the fite of the Battle in Afhingdon, which
ftll ftands to this day. The church was founded after Canute’s

fucceflion to the throne in 1020.
The Anglo—Sa.xon Chronidle has a brief account of the battle.

“ When the king learned that the enemy army had gone inland, for
the fifth time he collected all the Englifh nation, and purfued them
and ouertook them in Effex at the hill which 1s called Aﬂuingdon, and
they ftoutly ioined battle there. Then Ealdorman Eadric did as he had
often done before, he was the firft to ftart the ﬁght with the
Magonsaete [i.e. of Herefordfhirel, and thus betrayed his liege lord
and all the people of England. There Cnut had the victory and won
for himfelf all the Engli{h people. There was Bifhop Eadnoth killed,
and Abbot Wulfﬁge, and Ealdorman Alfric, and Godwine, the
ealdorman of Lindfey, and Vlfcetel of Eaft Anglia, and
/Ethelweard, fon of Ealdorman /Ethelwine, and all the nobility of
England was there deftroyed.[1]~

The battle is alfo mentioned briefly in Kn)"’dinga faga which quotes a
verfe of fkaldic poetry by Ottarr fuarti, one of Canute’s court poets.

“ King Knut fought the third battle, a maior one, againﬂ: the fons of
/Ethelred at aplace called Afhington, north of the Danes” Woods. In
the words of Ottar:

oAt Afbington, you worked well
in the [hield-war, warrior-king;
brown was the, flefh of bodies
Jerued to the blood-bird:
in the flaugbhter, you won,
[ire, with your fword
enough of a name there,

north of the Danes” Woods.



